
 

 

Here are some more engaging vocabulary learning techniques for all levels (A1-C1) in whole-
class, pair, or group settings. These activities make vocabulary memorable, interactive, and fun! 

 

1. Vocabulary Auction (B1-C1, Whole class, Group work) 

How to do it: 

• Prepare a list of words with fake and real definitions. 

• Give each team a budget (e.g., 100 points). 

• Teams "bid" on words they believe they can define correctly. 

• If they give the correct definition, they keep the word and points. If wrong, they lose points. 
Why it works: Reinforces word meanings, encourages critical thinking and strategic play. 

 

2. Odd One Out (A1-C1, Whole class, Pair work) 

How to do it: 

• Write four words on the board, one that doesn’t belong (e.g., "apple – banana – cat – 
orange"). 

• Students must discuss and decide which word is the odd one out and why. 

• For higher levels, encourage creative justifications. 
Why it works: Encourages reasoning, discussion, and deeper understanding of word 
relationships. 

 

3. Word Association Chains (A1-C1, Whole class, Group work) 

How to do it: 

• One student says a word (e.g., "ocean"), the next must say a related word (e.g., "wave"), and 
so on. 

• Keep the chain going for as long as possible. 

• More advanced students can use synonyms, antonyms, or collocations. 
Why it works: Boosts vocabulary recall and word connections. 

 

4. Call My Bluff (Guess the Meaning) (B1-C1, Pair work, Group work) 



 

 

How to do it: 

• Each team gets a list of unknown words. 

• They make up two false definitions and write the correct one. 

• Other teams must guess which definition is real. 
Why it works: Encourages creativity, memory, and deep vocabulary processing. 

 

5. Word Jar / Word Grab (A1-B2, Whole class) 

How to do it: 

• Write vocabulary words on slips of paper and put them in a jar. 

• Students pull out a word and must define, use in a sentence, or act it out. 
Why it works: Great for reviewing old vocabulary and spontaneous speaking. 

 

6. Categories Race (A1-C1, Whole class, Group work) 

How to do it: 

• Write categories on the board (e.g., "Animals," "Jobs," "Countries"). 

• Set a timer for 2 minutes. 

• Students write as many words as possible for each category. 

• The team with the most unique words wins. 
Why it works: Improves vocabulary recall and fast thinking. 

 

7. Prefix-Suffix Challenge (B1-C1, Whole class, Pair work) 

How to do it: 

• Give students a root word (e.g., "happy"). 

• They must create new words using prefixes/suffixes (e.g., "unhappy," "happiness"). 

• More advanced students use them in sentences. 
Why it works: Builds word formation skills and expands vocabulary. 

 

8. Sentence Expansion (A2-C1, Whole class, Pair work) 



 

 

How to do it: 

• Start with a simple sentence: "She eats." 

• Students take turns adding words to make it more complex (e.g., "She eats pizza" → "She 
eats delicious pizza" → "She eats delicious pizza every Saturday"). 
Why it works: Teaches sentence structure, word order, and descriptive vocabulary. 

 

9. Taboo (No-Word Game) (B1-C1, Pair work, Group work) 

How to do it: 

• Write vocabulary words on cards. 

• Each word has 3-5 "banned" words (e.g., for "beach" → sand, ocean, sun, waves, swim). 

• One student describes the word without using the banned words, while others guess. 
Why it works: Strengthens synonyms, paraphrasing, and quick thinking. 

 

10. Story Gap-Fill (Word Drop) (A1-C1, Whole class, Pair work) 

How to do it: 

• Create a short story with missing words. 

• Students guess the missing vocabulary before you reveal the correct answers. 

• For C1, use context clues instead of options. 
Why it works: Improves reading comprehension and vocabulary retention. 

 

11. Word Ladders (A1-B2, Pair work, Group work) 

How to do it: 

• Give a starting word and an ending word (e.g., "cat" → "dog"). 

• Students must change one letter at a time to form new words (e.g., "cat" → "bat" → "bag" → 
"dog"). 
Why it works: Enhances spelling, phonics, and vocabulary recall. 

 

12. Synonym and Antonym Bingo (A1-B2, Whole class, Group work) 

How to do it: 



 

 

• Create bingo cards with words (e.g., happy, big, cold). 

• The teacher calls out synonyms or antonyms instead of the words. 

• Students mark the correct word. 
Why it works: Fun way to reinforce vocabulary with listening practice. 

 

13. Alphabet Chain (A1-B2, Whole class, Group work) 

How to do it: 

• One student says a word starting with A (e.g., "Apple"). 

• The next must say a word starting with B, and so on. 

• To make it harder, set a theme (e.g., "food," "jobs"). 
Why it works: Builds vocabulary and quick recall skills. 

 

14. Memory Matching (Concentration) (A1-B2, Pair work, Group work) 

How to do it: 

• Create word-definition or word-picture flashcards. 

• Lay them face down. 

• Students take turns flipping two cards to find a match. 
Why it works: Reinforces word meanings and visual learning. 

 

15. Scrambled Words (A1-B2, Pair work, Group work) 

How to do it: 

• Write scrambled vocabulary words on the board (e.g., "ehos" → "shoe"). 

• Students race to unscramble them. 

• More advanced students write sentences with the words. 
Why it works: Improves spelling, vocabulary, and problem-solving. 

 

16. Word Pictionary (A1-C1, Pair work, Group work) 

How to do it: 



 

 

• One student picks a vocabulary word and draws it while their partner guesses. 

• No words or letters allowed! 
Why it works: Improves word recall and creativity. 

 

17. Speed Definitions (B1-C1, Whole class, Pair work) 

How to do it: 

• Give students 60 seconds to define as many words as possible. 

• They can use synonyms, explanations, or examples. 
Why it works: Encourages fluency, vocabulary recall, and quick thinking. 

 

18. What’s Missing? (A1-B2, Whole class, Group work) 

How to do it: 

• Write 10 words on the board. 

• Students close their eyes while you erase one. 

• They must guess which word is missing. 
Why it works: Boosts memory and vocabulary retention. 

 

 


